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EPITHELIAL CELL BIOLOGY
—An Interface for Multidisciplinary Research in Biomedical Sciences

Ruan Yechun Chen Xiaozhang

(Epithelial Cell Biology Research Centre, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, Hong Kong)

Abstract Epithelial cells form a diverse group of polarized tissues and cover or line almost all body sur-
faces, cavities and tubes. Epithelia act as interfaces between different biological compartments and mediate
a wide range of activities that are vital to various body functions, including hearing, host defense/protec-
tion, respiration, digestion and reproduction. Disturbance of epithelial cell functions may lead to a spec-
trum of pathological conditions or diseases, like Cystic Fibrosis. Since the establishment of “Epithelial cell
biology research centre” in 1999, we have aimed to promote epithelial-related research through interdiscipli-
nary and multidisciplinary collaborations. Here, we summarized our progresses and discussed the impor-

tance of epithelial cell biology in the research of body functions and diseases.
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